
 

 

Who's Who at the Museum 

 

 

Volunteer needed for the Museum Newsletter 

 



If you have skills on the computer and would like to volunteer your time to 

handle our monthly newsletter, please contact the museum at 352-483-

0046.  

Thank you! 

 

 

 

April 27, 2017 Thursday, 7pm  

Board Meeting and Nomination of Officers with guest speaker, Gloria 

Corbet,  

speaking about the history of Cotton. 

May 7, 2017 Sunday, 3pm  

Ladies Afternoon Tea at the Museum in Celebration of Mother's Day, 

Hosted  

by "Mrs. Unity Bell Clifford." $25 per person, reservations required, space is 

limited. Call 352-483-0046 to RSVP. ALMOST SOLD OUT 

May 25, 2017 Thursday, 7pm  

Board Meeting and Election of Officers 

June 22, 2017 Thursday, 7pm  

Installation of Officers 

 

 

President's Message by Sue Hooper 

 



Friends:  

It's time to consider what you would like your 

Museum to do for your community in addition to 

preserving our rich Eustis history. We really need 

your input and involvement! Our next meeting 

will be held on the fourth Thursday, April 27th at 

7:00 p.m. Your ideas for getting more families to 

experience the Museum and its grounds would be much appreciated. 

Perhaps an old fashioned ice cream social, games from yesteryear or Eustis 

trivia would be of interest to you. We want our Museum to be fun!  

In May, we will be electing new officers for the 2017-2018 term and they will 

be installed at our June meeting. We typically do not meet again until 

September. The nominating committee has a list of board members and 

trustee's that have consented to serve. However, due to the recent 

resignation of the Corresponding Secretary; we will need to fill that position. 

This person will be in charge of the newsletter, notifying the media of our 

meetings and events. If you would be interested or know of someone who 

would like to fill this position or serve in another way, please contact the 

museum at 352 483-0046. Leave a message and someone will gladly follow 

up with you.  

At your service, Sue Hooper 

 

 

From the Curator's Desk 

 

Part five of our local area history series 

First United Methodist Church 

In early November, 1882, seven years following 

the first settlers’ arrival in Eustis, three members organized the First 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Eustis. On the 14th day of the same month, 

steps were taken to build a church structure and funds were solicited for the 

purpose. The building project rested until the January 1883 Annual 



Conference, at which time the Rev. I.E. Edwards was appointed as the first 

pastor. By that March, the membership had grown to 14 and the building 

plan was resumed. 

 
Following Mr. L.G. Prescott’s donation of four lots at Citrus and Prescott 

Streets (the present location of the Eustis Elementary School), the 

cornerstone for the building was laid on June 14, 1883. The building was 

completed by February 8, 1884 with a dedication service on February 10th. 

In the years from 1893-1895 the church still had no parsonage, prompting 

Mr. A.T. Pendry to offer a cottage on the Ocklawaha Hotel grounds until the 

church could make such provisions. 

When the “Great Freeze” hit Florida on December 26, 1894, the 

temperature fell to 24 degrees; and the following February, it fell even lower 

(8 degrees) for an extended period of time, dealing a stunning blow to the 

state’s economy and paralyzing its growth for years to come. As with all 

businesses and organizations, the church was placed in a financially 

embarrassing position. The first parsonage on record was located at Citrus 

and Salem Streets. Bought in 1897 at a cost of $1,000., the house now 

stands at 732 Orange Avenue. 

NOTE: Look for the rest of the story in the following editions 

of our Newsletter. 

 

 

 

From the Membership Desk 



 

Membership Application 

Happy Easter! 

Welcome to our newest members, Alan Johnson & 

Wayne Gattilia and Jean & Alex Giedra. Jean liked 

our museum so much that she brought several of 

her Red Hat Ladies for a group tour in February. 

They all had a wonderful time and had nothing but 

compliments about the home and tour. What a 

nice idea for a club outing. We are happy you joined us. 

I want to take a moment to express a heartfelt THANK YOU from all of us to 

Mark Metts, Ron Phillips, Jonathan Hodge, Frank Bartle, Al Wittenberg and 

Bob Chalmers, the appraisers that helped make our February appraisal 

clinic, The Eustis Road Show, an outstanding success not to mention the 

volunteers that gave up their Sunday afternoon to help keep everything 

running smoothly. If you missed us this time, we will be having another 

clinic in the fall. Watch your Newsletter for the date! 

Gary, Karen, Louise and Gloria had the pleasure of hosting a group tour of 

about 28 folks through the museum during the middle of March. It sounds 

like everyone thoroughly enjoyed themselves. 

Gary will be starting a docent training class in the near future for additional 

"tour guides". The dramatic increase in visitors has not only increased our 

donations, but made it impossible for just one, although very capable, 

curator to keep up. If you are interested in joining the class, please give Gary 

a call. 

We're looking forward to seeing, or hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,  

Melanie Blankenship, 2nd Vice President, Membership Chairman 



P.S. Just a reminder: Speaking from experience, if you are tempted to eat an 

entire chocolate rabbit on Easter Sunday, make sure you haven't scheduled 

a visit to your doctor the next day! I can assure you, it won't go well. 

Special thanks to our "Paid for Life Members"  

Vera Arborio, John Retey, Gerald Jacobs, Bob & Louise Carter,  

Christin Brewer, Anne Huffstetler Rou, Sybyl Green , James (Jim) Gillis, 

Ethel Ryan, Merry Jewelers, Billie Joe Green 

 

 

From the Program Chairman 

 

 

We're excited that Gloria Corbet will be the guest 

speaker at our next meeting on April 27th. Her 

knowledge of the history of cotton is invaluable, 

and she will also be doing a demonstration on the 

spinning wheel. All are welcome to attend! Thank 

you, Gloria! 

It's almost time for our Ladies Afternoon Tea on 

May 7th at 3pm. We're excited to report that we 

are almost sold out, so be sure to get your tickets 

soon. Proceeds will help fund a new exhibit at the 

museum. The tea is being catered by "Olivia's 

Catering", so you know it will be delicious. We 

have some special gifts and surprises for each 

lady. Tickets are $25.00 and must be purchased in 

advance. Contact the museum at 352-483-0046. 

Sincerely,  

Karen Marshall, First Vice President &  

Program Chairman 
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