
 

 

Election & Installation of Officers June 22nd 

 

 

President's Message by Sue Hooper 

 
The Eustis Historical Museum has had one of its 

most successful years with the number of visitors 

and amount of donations coming to the Museum. 

It takes a lot of dedication to make a museum 

successful. Our curator has made a major 

difference with his devotion and presentation. The 

board, trustees and volunteers, all have made a 

real commitment to this success. 

The Clifford House, home of our Museum, is beautiful and impressive! Its 

structure, exhibits and presentations are second to none! 

 

Our next meeting on Thursday, June 22 will be a celebration of installation 

of officers. However, due to vacations, work and other situations we did not 

have a quorum to elect the slate of officers at our last meeting. We will 

need to hold this vote prior to the installation. The potential slate 

presented is as follows: Chuck Munson, president; Karen Marshall, 1st vice 

president (programs); Melanie Blankenship, 2nd vice president 



(membership); Linda Becker, recording secretary; John Blankenship, 

treasurer. Dr. Jim Rotella will stay on as trustee, as will Louise Carter, Ethel 

Ryan, and Gloria Corbett. I agreed to fill the vacant trustee position. We still 

need a corresponding secretary who will take on the newsletter and work 

with the city and news outlets in advertising our meetings and events. In 

addition, we also need an assistant treasurer. 

 
The board, trustees and curator have agreed to take on some of these 

responsibilities until these positions can be filled. Are you a member who 

could join our dedicated team to fill one of these positions? Please call the 

Museum at 352 483-0046 and leave a message; or visit the Museum 

between 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. on Friday and Saturday afternoon.  

Please join us for this important vote and celebration on June 22nd at 7:00 

p.m. Meet your elected officers, tour the Clifford House, and enjoy the 

refreshments! 

At your service,  

Sue Hooper 

 

 

From Gary Marshall, Curator 

 

Eustis Elementary School’s Annual 

Trek 
On April 28th, we hosted the 4th grade class for 

their annual trek to the Museum. There were about 96 students and 

teachers this year. We divided into 4 groups for the tour of the Clifford 

House. Fortunately for us, the teacher’s had already divided the class with a 

different colored T-shirt for each teacher’s class. It made movement very 

easy to handle.Our City’s Fire Department sent a fire engine to the Museum 

for the kids to see and listen to the fire fighters. Thank you Chief Swanson. 



 
One group toured the Citrus Museum with our Historian Louise Carter, and 

Mr Chuck Munson. The other two groups toured the house. While one 

group was on the first floor with Mrs Clifford (Karen Marshall) and Trustee 

Ms Ethel Ryan, the second group took the 2nd floor with our Curator Gary 

Marshall and docent Linda Becker. The groups were able to rotate and see 

and hear everything. However, the A/C on the 2nd floor went out and it got 

very hot up there. They took what they heard and wrote an essay on the 

topic of history they liked the best. The Museum staff graded the essays and 

awarded the top 5 on May 18th at their school awards program. The winners 

were: 4th place – Ava Taylor of Ms McCollum’s class; 3rd place – Lysandra 

Katsantonis of Ms Tracy’s class; 2nd place – Juan Gomez of Ms Isabelle’s 

class; 1st place – Gracie Perkins of Mr Skinner’s class; and the Grand Prize 

went to Ryan Tye also of Mr Skinner’s class. We would like to thank the 

whole 4th grade class of the Eustis Elementary School for a job well done. 

And thank the teachers for their support and interest in the history of our 

America’s Home Town, Eustis. 

 

 

From the Membership Desk 

Membership Application 

Welcome to our newest members, Caryl Adams, 

John & Ann Prince, and Jane Werner. We are very 

happy to have you join us and hope that you will 

become frequent visitors to our museum.  

I also want to thank everyone that has renewed 

their annual membership. Dues reminders will be 

sent out on or about June 30th to those folks we 

haven't heard back from. If there have been any 

changes or additions to your contact information, please let us know. 

 
As a reminder: Watch your email and newsletters for information about 

docent classes that Gary will be conducting for additional "tour guides". Our 

dramatic increase in visitors has not only resulted in increased donations, 



but made it impossible for just one, although very capable, curator to keep 

up. If you are interested in more information or joining one of his classes, 

please give Gary a call. 

We're looking forward to seeing, or hearing from you soon. 

Sincerely,  

Melanie Blankenship, 2nd Vice President, Membership Chairman 

 

 

From "Unity Bell Clifford" 

 

Our Ladies Tea on May 7th was a smashing 

success! It was a beautiful sunny day with a cool 

breeze coming from the lake. As “Unity Bell 

Clifford”, it was a joy for me to greet 40 ladies to 

our beautiful Clifford House for a lovely afternoon 

in celebration of Mother’s Day. The tables were 

decorated beautifully with white table cloths provided by trustee, Ethel 

Ryan. Lovely flower arrangements donated by Claudia’s Pearl Florist 

adorned each table and were given away as door prizes following the tea. 

 
The chairs were covered in white with lovely pink bows on them, and the 

chair covers can be used again thanks to their being donated by two of our 

museum board members. The food, catered by Olivia Spilotros, was 

absolutely delicious, and served with lovely china, tea cups, and tea pots 

from the museum. Lovely music played in the background to make the 

setting perfect for our ladies. 

Our gentlemen servers from the City of Eustis made the afternoon even 

more special, beginning with escorting each lady to her table. Hats off to 

Mayor, Robert Morin; Police Chief, Gary Calhoun; Fire Chief, Michael 



Swanson; and City Manager, Ron Neibert. A highlight was Ron Neibert 

serenading the ladies with “Thank Heaven for Little Girls.” 

Following the tea, our Curator, Gary Marshall, gave the ladies a tour of the 

museum. They left with smiles on their faces, a beautiful long-stemmed 

carnation, donated by Melanie Blankenship, as well as a lovely bag of tea, 

donated by committee member, Irene Chandler. Irene also donated the 

pretty pink bows that were on the chairs. 

 
We raised over $350.00 for the museum to be used for the new exhibit that 

is coming soon. Thanks to everyone who made this day possible, especially 

those who attended and the other members of my committee who gave 

tirelessly of their time: Irene Chandler, Sue Hooper, and Tina Morin. 

Sincerely,  

Karen Marshall, First Vice President & Program Chairman 
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